WHY ARE THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION ALL IN ASIA?

INRODUCTION:

As I began this article there were things on the world stage that had not yet occurred. Since they happened, they helped to illustrate the point of the article I was in the process of writing. So I ended up including it in our study which necessitated the use of many news stories. I speak of the Israeli raid on the Gaza flotilla. As I reread this article I noticed how at first I used many Biblical passages and then later used more news articles. One thing that this demonstrates is that the prophecies of the Bible are not just confined to a book that we read and decide to agree with. They are statements of fact that an all knowing God revealed to us ahead of time and now we see them being fulfilled in the real world. As the apostle Peter wrote in 2 Peter 1:16, “For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” 

The Word of God is not about cunningly devised fables but a revelation of facts that play themselves out in a very real world. And as the unbelievers of the world engage in battle against God, His people, and His Word, they unknowing play right into God’s hands by ignorantly fulfilling His Word; the last thing they want to do. Acts 13:27 says, “For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning him.” 

Those, in Jesus’ day who hated Him, and therefore sought to kill Him and silence Him actually ended up inadvertently and unwillingly fulfilling their role which was prophesied in scripture. So it is in the world today. The harder man fights against God the more they end up fulfilling His word. The Word of God is fulfilling itself in our newspapers right before our very eyes but most are too ignorant, arrogant, and blind to see it. The fulfilling of the Word of God is so evident in our reality that those who deny it are without excuse. The fulfillment of the Prophetic future is usually thought of as still a long way off. The truth is, it may be closer than you think.

So we turn our attention now to the 7 churches of Asia in the first three chapters of the book of Revelation and ask ourselves, Why were the 7 Churches of the Revelation all in Asia? I can’t say that I know for sure that the reason I’m giving is the absolute correct one. But I will say that the reason I’m giving is a very plausible one and may in fact be correct or at least partially correct. Let’s begin our study.

Revelation 1:4, “John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;”

Revelation 1:11, “Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.”

Revelation 1:20 “The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.”

For many years I have wondered why Jesus selected the seven churches in Asia to write to. There were seven letters all dictated by Jesus and recorded by John. The Revelation of the end of days was given to the whole body of believers through these seven churches. Pay careful attention to the words, “ What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches…” Notice that everything John saw, including the seven letters, were to be put in “A Book” singular, and distributed to seven specific churches. 

It used to bother me for many years why the specific churches were all in Asia. Commentaries, Bible encyclopedias, dictionaries and study Bibles were also of no help. I was sure there had to be a reason. I read and reread the passages in Revelation and prayed about it but still could not come up with a satisfactory answer. After all, there were many Christian churches all over. 

For example:

Acts 11:22, “Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch.”

Acts 15:4, “And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them.”

Acts 11:26, “And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”

Acts 13:1, “Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.”

Acts 18:22, “And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up, and saluted the church, he went down to Antioch.”

Acts 20:17, “And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.”

Romans 16:1, “I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea:”

1 Corinthians 1:2, “Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:”

Philippians 4:15, “Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.”

1 Thessalonians 1:1, “Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Peter 5:13, “The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son.”

There was the main church in Jerusalem where the apostles were, and churches in Antioch where the disciples were first called Christians, Rome, Corinth, Cenchrea, Crete, Thessalonica, Babylon, Nicopolis, Athens, Galatia, also in various homes, and other churches scattered all over, for example: 

Acts 9:31, “Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.”

Acts 15:41, “And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.”

So a question that I have had for many years now is why was the book of Revelation written to the seven churches to whom it was addressed? Seven would mean perfection, and completion, or a perfect and complete revelation. Revelation 22:18-19 warns, “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.”  Notice the emphasis on Revelation as being one single book including the seven letters. Each of the seven churches had all seven letters in the one book. If John wrote only one copy, each of the seven churches made their own copy. One common thread is that they are all located in Asia, or present day Turkey. The churches are:

1. Ephesus

2. Smyrna

3. Pergamos

4. Thyatira

5. Sardis

6. Philadelphia 

7. Laodicea.

Many scholars believe that each church reflects a certain period of the church age. I do not consider myself a scholar but I do not share this opinion. They are actually seven real churches. Each church was praised for certain attributes and assailed for certain weaknesses. But we must remember, that in addition to these praises and criticisms, the rest of the book of Revelation was addressed to all seven as well.

Revelation 1:11, “Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.” 

So it was not just Revelation chapter 1 through 3 that was written to the seven churches but the entire book. Remember, Revelation 1:19  says, “Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;” The things “which shall be hereafter” is as much a part of the message to the seven churches as the things John had seen, and the present at the time of his receiving the Revelation. 

Remember, the point I’m after is not a commentary of the book of Revelation, of which there are many, but to try to answer the question, why was the book of Revelation addressed specifically to these seven churches. I believe that it is not random, coincidence, or anything like that but on purpose and by design. So what is the significance of the time of the end being revealed in Asia, or modern day Turkey?

You will also notice there is the element of mystery which means that there is something here that is not readily apparent. Revelation 1:20 “The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.”

There are three parts to the book of Revelation; “the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;” Past, present and future. The things which John had seen, and the things which are, are summed up in three chapters. However, the rest of the book is devoted to the future, specifically the end times. Could the location of these seven churches give us a hint of who the Beast (the Anti-Christ) will be?

REVELATION 17:9-13

“And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.”

Let’s be careful to make the distinction between the coming kingdom which is one of the seven and the ten kings who give their power and strength to the coming kingdom. Notice the coming ruler “must continue a short space”. Notice also that the Eighth king or kingdom was also one of the Seven. One of these kingdoms will be revived and be the eighth. Which one? I used to think it was Rome as many still do. But I have changed my mind.

THERE ARE SEVEN BIBLICAL WORLD KINGDOMS

1. Egypt

2. Syria


3. Babylon

4. Persia

5. Greece

6. Rome / Byzantine

7. Ottoman

Egypt, Syria, Babylon, Persia, and Greece are the five world empires that had fallen. Rome was the empire that then was and morphed into the Byzantine empire after Constantine moved the capital of the Roman empire to Constantinople. 

Byzantine Empire

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

“The Byzantine Empire or Eastern Roman Empire, was the continuation of the Roman Empire during the Middle Ages, centered on the capital of Constantinople, and ruled by Emperors in direct and de jure succession to the ancient Roman Emperors. It was officially called the Roman Empire and it was also known as Romania (Greek: Ῥωμανία, Rhōmanía).

Its evolution from the ancient Roman Empire is sometimes dated from Emperor Constantine I's transfer of the capital from Nicomedia (in Anatolia) to Byzantium on the Bosphorus, which became Constantinople (alternatively "New Rome").[n 1] By the 7th century, increased eastern cultural influences, reforms by Emperor Heraclius, and the adoption of Greek as the official language, distinguished the later Roman character from its ancient character.

During its thousand-year existence the Empire remained one of the most powerful economic, cultural, and military forces in Europe, despite setbacks and territorial losses, especially during the Roman–Persian and Byzantine–Arab Wars. The Empire recovered during the Macedonian dynasty, rising again to become the pre-eminent power in the Eastern Mediterranean by the late 10th century. After 1071 however, much of Asia Minor, the Empire's heartland, was lost to the Seljuk Turks. The Komnenian restoration regained some ground and briefly re-established dominance in the 12th century, but declined again under their successors. The Empire received a mortal blow in 1204 by the Fourth Crusade, when it was dissolved and divided into competing Byzantine Greek and Latin realms. Despite the eventual recovery of Constantinople and -reestablishment of the Empire in 1261, under the Palaiologan emperors, successive civil wars in the 14th century further sapped the Empire's strength. Most of its remaining territory was lost in the Byzantine–Ottoman Wars, culminating in the Fall of Constantinople and its remaining territories to the Muslim Ottoman Turks in the 15th century.”

I changed the fonts in the last paragraph of this article to bold, italic, and underlined for emphasis but did not change the text.

The empire that had not yet come and succeeded the Roman/Byzantine empire was the Ottoman empire. 

Ottoman Empire

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

“The Ottoman Empire or Ottoman State (Ottoman Turkish: دولتْ علیّه عثمانیّه Dawlet-il ʿAliyyat-il ʿOs̠māniyye,[3] Modern Turkish: Osmanlı İmparatorluğu or Osmanlı Devleti), also known by its contemporaries as the Turkish Empire or Turkey (see the other names of the Ottoman State), was an empire that lasted from 1299 to November 1, 1922

 HYPERLINK " \\ cite_note-3"
[4] (as an imperial monarchy) or July 24, 1923

 HYPERLINK " \\ cite_note-4"
[5] (de jure, as a state.) It was succeeded by the Republic of Turkey,[6] which was officially proclaimed on October 29, 1923.

At the height of its power (16th–17th century), it spanned three continents, controlling much of Southeastern Europe, Western Asia and North Africa. The Ottoman Empire contained 29 provinces and numerous vassal states, some of which were later absorbed into the empire, while others gained various types of autonomy during the course of centuries. The empire also temporarily gained authority over distant overseas lands through declarations of allegiance to the Ottoman Sultan and Caliph, such as the declaration by the Sultan of Aceh in 1565; or through the temporary acquisitions of islands in the Atlantic Ocean, such as Lanzarote (1585).[7]
The empire was at the centre of interactions between the Eastern and Western worlds for six centuries. With Constantinople (Istanbul) as its capital city,[8]

 HYPERLINK " \\ cite_note-8"
[9] and vast control of lands around the eastern Mediterranean during the reign of Suleyman the Magnificent (ruled 1520 to 1566), the Ottoman Empire was, in many respects, an Islamic successor to the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire.[10] This is the longest lasting Muslim empire, from circa 1300, to 1922, in both the number of years, and the falling year.”

Again, I changed the fonts in the last paragraph of this article to bold, italic, and underlined for emphasis but did not change the text.

This was the same empire that rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 1540 A.D. and bricked shut the Golden gate in 1541 A.D in an inadvertent fulfillment of Ezekiel 44:1-2, “Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it was shut. Then said the LORD unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; because the LORD, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut.” 

The Muslims were trying to prevent the Messiah from being able to return through the Golden Gate by walling it shut and as a result they fulfilled the prophecy unintentionally. They also put a cemetery outside the gate thinking the Messiah would not go through a cemetery. Muslims also believe the final judgment will occur here. Today the Golden Gate is still walled shut as a result and maybe even a reminder of the Ottoman Empire. 

Finally, the Ottoman empire was defeated in World War 1. The Ottoman Empire had also made Vlad Dracula famous through Dracula’s wars he fought helping to defend Europe from an Ottoman invasion. This is the historical Dracula I’m talking about and not the vampire of Bram Stoker’s imagination.

The Biblical world empires were world empires situated around Israel in the Middle East and the Mediterranean Sea which had direct control over Israel occupying it as well. Please see the map below for the area of the Ottoman Empire and how it is situated around Israel. It controlled Israel as did all of the seven biblical world empires.
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THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

Israel was the focus of the Bible and the Biblical world empires were in the focus of Israel’s sphere of influence and incidental to it. Also, all the Biblical world empires existed contemporaneously with the Biblical nation of Israel in the Land except the Ottoman empire. If the Ottoman empire was the seventh kingdom to come after Rome, and it was, a restored or resurrected Ottoman empire would be the eighth which also had been one of the seven. “And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven.” I also find it interesting that the Ottoman empire was defeated in world war one. That was the end of the empire. The allied victors were already dividing up the territory for themselves and the Ottomans had signed the Treaty of Sèvres. But one man, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, a Turkish army officer, refused to accept defeat and led a military national uprising against the allies and won, securing Turkey’s independence. 

Turkey

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

“Turks began migrating into the area now called Turkey in the eleventh century. The process was greatly accelerated by the Seljuk victory over the Byzantine Empire at the Battle of Manzikert. Several small beyliks and the Seljuk Sultanate of Rûm ruled Anatolia until the Mongol Empire's invasion. Starting from the thirteenth century, the Ottoman beylik united Anatolia and created an empire encompassing much of Southeastern Europe, Western Asia and North Africa. After the Ottoman Empire collapsed following its defeat in World War I, parts of it were occupied by the victorious Allies. A cadre of young military officers, led by Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, organized a successful resistance to the Allies; in 1923, they would establish the modern Republic of Turkey with Atatürk as its first president.”

Turkey may have been knocked down but it got back up again.

At the time of the last Biblical empire, Israel is seen as being once again in their own Land. Therefore all seven empires are in power at a time when Israel dwells in the Land. This is why the Mongol empire, or the British empire for example, are not counted as Biblical world empires. All the Biblical world empires are specifically mentioned in the Scriptures except for the one that had not yet come, for obvious reasons: it had not yet come. But even that one was mentioned prophetically and the seven churches of Revelation will help us to identify that empire. Each Biblical world empire also succeeded the previous one.

Then there is Babylon. Babylon is mentioned in the book of Revelation which today is modern Iraq. You will also notice from the map above that the area of Babylon was once part of the Ottoman Empire all the way down to the Persian Gulf. 

THE END TIME CONFEDERACY AGAINST ISRAEL

EZEKIEL 38:1-6

“And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him, And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great company with bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords: Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet: Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with thee.”

EZEKIEL 39:1-6

“Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: And I will turn thee back, and leave but the sixth part of thee, and will cause thee to come up from the north parts, and will bring thee upon the mountains of Israel: And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the people that is with thee: I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and to the beasts of the field to be devoured. Thou shalt fall upon the open field: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.

And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles: and they shall know that I am the LORD.”

The confederacy of nations mentioned in Ezekiel are as follows:

1. Magog

2. Meshech

3. Tubal

4. Persia

5. Ethiopia

6. Libya

7. Gomer

8. Togarmah
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Ethiopia did not look in Ezekiel’s time like it does today. It actually included part of Sudan, Eritrea, and though the southern border is hard to define perhaps also parts of modern day Djibouti and Somalia.

Persia is modern day Iran. But where is Magog, Meshech, Tubal, Gomer, and Togarmah. For a clue, let’s turn to Genesis 10:2-5, “The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras. And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations.”

So we see the original names were actually descendants of Japheth one of Noah’s sons. Where did their descendants migrate to? You will also notice Tubal and Meshech predate Tobolsk and Moscow so they should not be confused with those cities in modern day Russia due to their similar sounding names. 

The descendants of Japheth are called “the isles of the gentiles” so they are non Jews. Ezekiel also uses the word, “isles” . “And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles.” Strong’s Hebrew Lexicon defines “isles” as, “0339. ya Æiy ee; from 0183; properly, a habitable spot (as desirable); dry land, a coast, an island:— country, isle, island.” It doesn’t just mean islands but also outlying and or coastal lands. So we must ask ourselves,  where did the descendants of Japheth migrate to? We have another clue from the scriptures, they migrated into the “isles” , “north parts” , “north quarters”, all plurals. It was not just one geographical location they migrated to, but all across the north which would be the entire country of Turkey east to across the Caspian sea. The present day names for the countries in that area are Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, Tajikistan etc. “Istan” means, “land of.” Magog too is called by Ezekiel, the land of Magog. Magogistan if you like. I would like to point out that this area was once part of the Ottoman Turkish empire. The Bible also identifies Babylon and Assyria as being kingdoms from the North.

Jeremiah 1:12-15, “Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it. And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north. Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the LORD; and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah.” 

Zephaniah 2:13  And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like a wilderness.

Jeremiah 46:6, “Let not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man escape; they shall stumble, and fall toward the north by the river Euphrates.”

Jeremiah 25:9, “Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the LORD, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations.”

All of these nations are today Islamic, not Arabic as an ethnicity, but Islamic as a religion. The Iranians, for example, are muslim but not Arab. They are Persian. The Turks likewise are muslim but not Arab. Interestingly enough, the Turks are descendents of Japheth from whom also  Magog, Meshech, Tubal, Gomer, and Togarmah, five of the nations or peoples confederate against Israel in Ezekiel 38 are descended and are therefore related. See Genesis 10:2-5.

As for Egypt, if Arabs trace their ancestry back to Ishmael you will remember that Hagar was Ishmael’s mother and she was Egyptian. Therefore the Egyptians predate the Arabs and are therefore also not Arabs. The Iraqi peoples are Mesopotamian and so on. So we must remember that muslim does not equal Arab. Arabs are an ethnicity whereas Islam is a religion.

We must also recognize that Ezekiel places the timing of this attack on Israel in the latter days after Israel has been restored to her own land and in a time of relative safety. Ezekiel says of the time, “I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates.” Israeli cities today are not surrounded by walls and gates as they were in biblical times. And with the exception of terrorism, which effects almost all countries, Israel is living in peace. What I mean by that is, for example, the U.S. is involved in more wars than is Israel which at the moment is involved in none. Various other EU countries have troops in war zones as well. This security came to Israel at a great price. On Israel’s Remembrance day, their version of our Memorial day, prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu was quoted in the following Israel National News article as saying:

Netanyahu Speaks at Jerusalem Site of 1967 War, Quotes Bible

by Tzvi Ben Gedalyahu

Published: 04/19/10, 6:24 PM 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/137102
““Today, children play in the trenches of Ammunition Hill and in other former battle sites,” he added.””

But this safety will soon be shattered by the coming Islamic Magog invasion which is foretold to take place after Israel’s restoration which happened in 1948.

AFTER ISRAEL’S RESTORATION
Ezekiel 38:10-16,  “Thus saith the Lord GOD; It shall also come to pass, that at the same time shall things come into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil thought: And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land. Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil? Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord GOD; In that day when my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou not know it? And thou shalt come from thy place out of the north parts, thou, and many people with thee, all of them riding upon horses, a great company, and a mighty army: And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes.”

Notice the coalition does not come down from the north (singular), but from the north parts (plural) and it takes place in “the latter days.”

Jeremiah 31:10, “Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock.”

Jeremiah 32:37, “Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely:”

During this attack on Israel you will notice that, as Israel is defending itself no one intervenes to help Israel. NO ONE! Not even the U.S. Israel will be completely without allies. The rest of the nations just sit around hiding behind the guise of diplomacy.

“Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil?” 

So we see these pretenders sit around and talk while Israel fights alone for its survival. When it comes to Israel, the nations of the earth cannot be trusted for it is written in Zechariah 12:1-3, “The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him. Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it.” 

Surely we can already see this coming together. Just watch the news. Israel has no faithful, loyal, or trustworthy friends. In early 2010, the Obama government showed its willingness to throw Israel under the bus in favor of appeasing the muslims. Chamberlain tried to appease Hitler but we see how well that worked out. 

In the early months of 2010, the U.S. condemned Israel for building in its own Capital. Prime minister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu reminded them that Jerusalem is not a settlement but is the Capital of Israel and as such, the Israelis have a right to build there. Nevertheless, the media reported that the U.S. and Israel has suffered it most difficult political crisis. The Whitehouse and State department kept up its open criticisms and the fallout still continues. Though the problem is now lower key in the press, it, nevertheless, remains. PM Netanyahu was treated with great disrespect by Barrack Obama. Yet Obama expresses a willingness to talk to dictators but leaves the PM of Israel sitting in a room by himself while Obama goes to dinner. The famous snub. 

The U.S. is more than willing for Israel to be its puppet government in a vassal State but is not willing to side with Israel if it means upsetting the muslims. Read this article at http://pajamasmedia.com/blog/middle-east-cage-match-bibi-or/?singlepage=true for more perspective. 

It is interesting that, as I write this article, the U.S. Central Command wants to extend its influence into the Gaza strip, Judea, and Samaria, otherwise called, the West Bank. See the story at the following link http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=134505 . 

Another story of interest is that the Palestinians are claiming that the Obama regime encouraged muslim resistance against Jerusalem to get Israel to fall in line with  Obama’s vision of Jerusalem http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=134569 . The Israeli media picked up on this story as well which may be read at the following link: http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/136819 .

Arutz Sheva in Israel published the following report at http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/136808 

US Mil. Analyst: Obama is the First Anti-Israeli President

by Hillel Fendel

Here is an excerpt:

(IsraelNN.com) Lt.-Col. (ret.) Ralph Peters, military analyst and author of a book on Middle East politics, says Obama apparently has a chip on his shoulder against Israel – and it’s not “helpful to our civilization.”

Peters, who wrote “Endless War: Middle Eastern Islam vs. Western Civilization,” was asked to explain why he felt American-Israeli friendship appears to have been derailed so dramatically. “The answer is two words,” he said. “President Obama.”

“Obama’s treatment of [Prime Minister Binyamin] Netanyahu [during their recent meeting in Washington] was disgraceful and shameful,” Peters told FoxNews. “We treat our enemies with greater courtesy! In addition, it was counter-productive – because this vendetta on the part of the White House against Israel - all it does is encourage the Palestinians and their Arab backers to make ever wilder demands that Israel cannot possibly fulfill. This is not a peace process; this is something about a chip on the President’s shoulder.”

Please refer to the link above for the rest of the story.

The U.N. has written more resolutions against Israel alone than against any other nation on earth, well over 200 since Israel became a nation see the following link http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_United_Nations_resolutions_concerning_Israel . The U.N. has consistently sided with the muslims against Israel though Israel repeatedly faced existential threats from the muslims. The U.N. even equated Zionism with racism. The only racists, however, is the anti-Semites at the U.N. The U.N. has been inconsistent in condemning muslim aggression against the State of Israel. 

In the following news story from Israel National News we get a glimpse of the United Nations Human Rights Council, or UNHRC’s anti Israel, pro muslim bias.

UN Human Rights Org Charged with Anti-Semitism

Iyar 15, 5770, 29 April 10 01:12 

by Hillel Fendel 

(Israelnationalnews.com) 

Anti-Israel Record


“Neuer then summed up the UNHRC’s record on Israel in its four years of existence: 40 condemnations of countries, including 33 against Israel… Of its nine emergency sessions criticizing countries, six have been against Israel. Recent and well-publicized killings of innocents in Iran, China, Nigeria, Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Kenya and Zimbabwe have gone completely ignored... The council’s agenda that governs every session features a permanent item targeting Israel; no other country in the world is singled out in this fashion.” 

Note the following:

1. 33 out of 40 condemnations against Israel. This is more than all the other nations condemned by the UNHRC combined which was only 7.

2. The same thing can be seen in the UNHRC’s emergency sessions. 6 of the nine emergency sessions were against Israel. Only 3 against all the other nations combined.

Earlier in the article we read, “Published in September 2008, the statement (A/HRC/9/NGO/1) called Israel an “illegal state,” and accused “Jews everywhere” of having “forgotten the terrors of the Holocaust to such an extent as to allow Israel to pursue and inflict one on the Palestinian people.” The statement remains on the UNHRC site even now.”

The truth is, Israel has no faithful, loyal allies anywhere on this earth. Not even the U.S. Neither can the EU be trusted to stand with Israel in the face of Islamic aggression.

The thing that sparked this study and got me to thinking and researching was an article in WorldNet Daily. After having read this article it was like a light came on and I started to study into it. I do not have permission to reprint the whole article in its entirety so you may read the story at the link which follows.

FROM JOSEPH FARAH'S G2 BULLETIN
Turkey seeks restoration of Ottoman Empire
Ankara sees role mediating disputes between Muslims
Posted: October 23, 2009
12:30 am Eastern
© 2009 WorldNetDaily 
“As Turkey increasingly show signs of disinterest in joining the European Union, Ankara is looking to regain its historic ties in Central Asia with the idea of resurrecting what once was the grandeur of the Ottoman Empire, according to a report from Joseph Farah's G2 Bulletin.  Regional analysts say that Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip Recep Erdogan seeks to re-establish Turkey's historical influence in the Turkic countries of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan by perpetuating a peacekeeping role where it either ruled or dominated for centuries.”  

For the rest of the story please go to http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=113720 .

Recently Israel - Turkish relations soured when the Israeli Air Force was dis-invited from a joint U.S., Turkish, Israeli military exercise which prompted the U.S. to pull out also. Turkey cancelled the exercise and instead turned to Syria seeking to improve relations with Damascus. Turkey conducted joint military exercises with Syria after having snubbed Israel. A sign of things to come? Israeli - Turkish relations continue their downward slide under Turkey’s muslim leader and, in fact, have become somewhat hostile from the Turkish side. It was a muslim government that turned Turkey against Israel. 

Turkey Tightens Syrian-Iranian Axis after Snubbing Israel


by Tzvi Ben Gedalyahu

Published: 10/14/09, 1:44 PM / Last Update: 10/14/09, 2:24 PM

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/133843
(IsraelNN.com) “The threat of the anti-Israel axis north of the border worsened Wednesday with the announcement that Turkey, which has close ties with Iran, conducted joint military drills with Syria after snubbing Israel.

The maneuvers were held last week, revealed Syrian Foreign Minister Walid Moallem, who made the announcement on the Qatar-based Arabic-language Al Jazeera news network. "One week ago, Syria and Turkey carried out maneuvers near Ankara," Moallem announced. "This is important because it refutes reports of poor relations between the military and political institutes in Turkey over its strategic relations with Syria. 

The Syrian-Turkish military exercises were apparently being held at the same time that Turkey was informing Jerusalem that it would ban the IAF from participating in the joint Anatolian Eagle exercise, a move that was not made public by Israel until Sunday. The war games, scheduled to be held together with Turkey, the U.S. and Italy, reportedly were to include mock bombing raids in air space near the borders of Iran, Iraq and Syria. Israeli planes are believed to have passed through Turkish air space two years ago during the attack on a Syrian nuclear facility under construction. 

Two decades of close ties between Ankara and Jerusalem appear to be coming to an end, the Asia Times reported Wednesday. It explained that demands from the Arab world and from hard-line Muslims in Turkey have influenced the government to distance itself from Israel, which has supplied Ankara with hundreds of millions of dollars' worth of equipment for refurbishing tanks and airplanes…”

You will notice that the article begins with, “The threat of the anti-Israel axis north of the border.” North of the Border? That is where Ezekiel says the Magog invasion would come from, “The north parts.” The word “axis” is also interesting in that it describes an anti Israel alliance or coalition.

In another report by Arutz Sheva, Turkey signed a military pact with Syria soon after snubbing Israel.

Turkey Slams Israel, Signs Pact with Syria


by Hana Levi Julian

Tishrei 26, 5770 / October 14, '09

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/133833
“…Turkey Signs Military Deal with Syria

On the same day the Turkish prime minister launched his verbal attack against Israel in the Turkish media -- and just two days after the announcement that Ankara had banned Israel's participation in the joint Anatolian Eagle exercise -- Turkey on Tuesday signed a military cooperation pact with Syria.”

Now we see Syria sending ballistic missiles to Hezbollah in Lebanon. Lebanon denies it but what did you expect them to do, admit it? When it comes to truth, they do not have a good track record. Hezbollah, by the way, means “party of god.” Which god exactly? It is not the God of Israel who never goes by the name of allah. So we see their rejection of Israel is a symptom of their rejection of the God of the Hebrew-Christian bible. God knows who His enemies are and will execute judgment against them in due time.

Let me also share with you another news story from Israel National News.

Iran, Syria, Turkey Cementing Ties

Iyar 19, 5770, 03 May 10 03:32

by Hillel Fendel 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/137350 

“Iran made a point of declaring its solidarity with both Syria and Turkey in recent days, on the heels of joint Turkish-Syrian military exercises.

Turkish and Syrian troops conducted three days of joint military drills and exercises last week, in the latest manifestation of the close ties between the two former adversaries. The exercises were aimed at increasing “cooperation and confidence between the land forces of the two countries, and rais[ing] border units' level of training and ability to work together," according to a joint statement… It was also announced during the visit that Iran and Syria are seriously considering the formation of a regional economic bloc, with Turkey and Iraq as their key partners.

Just a few days earlier, Iranian dictator Mahmoud Ahmadinejad stressed the shared interests and concerns of his country and Turkey. He said that both can play important roles not only in safeguarding security in the region, but in “influencing the new world order.”

"Safeguarding the regional security and efforts aimed at influencing the new world order are the most important duties of our two countries," Ahmadinejad reiterated in a meeting with the newly-appointed Turkish envoy to Tehran. "Tehran and Ankara have lots of shared historic moments and interests, and at the international scene, too, our standpoints are quite close to each other… Iran and Turkey are also the center of the entire Muslims' reliance within the Islamic world, too." 

Syria is immediately north-east of Israel, and Iraq is east of Syria; Turkey is located north of both Syria and Iraq, and Iran is east of both Turkey and Iraq. Israel has long eyed the improving relations among these three countries with concern, while at the same time once-warm Israeli-Turkish relations have cooled down significantly.”

Notice some important things about this story.

1. Here is a military and economic axis forming to the North of Israel.

2. Iran and Turkey are said to be, “ the center of the entire Muslims' reliance within the Islamic world.”

3. Iran says that, “Tehran and Ankara have lots of shared historic moments and interests, and at the international scene, too.” At this point I might remind the reader that the Turks and the Iranians (Persians) are descendents of Japheth from whom also  Magog, Meshech, Tubal, Gomer, and Togarmah, five of the nations or peoples confederate against Israel in Ezekiel 38 are descended and are therefore related. See Genesis 10:2-5.

4. And to be more specific they speak of, “ influencing the new world order,” which, they say, “are the most important duties of our two countries." 

5. You will also notice that though Turkey, Iran, and Syria along with Lebanon, which is a puppet of Syria and Hezbollah which takes orders from Iran, Turkey and Iran are the clear leaders in this alliance. Syria is basically just on board.

6. All of this is developing in the “North parts” relative to Israel. The news article says, “Syria is immediately north-east of Israel, and Iraq is east of Syria; Turkey is located north of both Syria and Iraq, and Iran is east of both Turkey and Iraq.”

Israel warns Syria over Hezbollah attacks

April 18, 2010
Uzi Mahnaimi in Tel Aviv

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/middle_east/article7101106.ece
“Israel has delivered a secret warning to Syrian President Bashar Assad that it will respond to missile attacks from Hezbollah, the militant Lebanese-based Islamist group, by launching immediate retaliation against Syria itself. 

In a message, sent earlier this month, Israel made it clear that it now regards Hezbollah as a division of the Syrian army and that reprisals against Syria will be fast and devastating. 

It follows the discovery by Israeli intelligence that Syria has recently supplied long-range ballistic missiles and advanced anti-aircraft systems to Hezbollah… Reports that Syria has supplied Hezbollah with Russian-made Scud ballistic missiles have alarmed Israeli ministers. The missiles have the potential to reach the entire country and could carry chemical warheads. New gas masks are being supplied to Israel’s entire population, with an intensive television advertising campaign underway to stress their importance… The supply of Scud missiles to Hezbollah is seen as a serious threat by the Israelis. “This is the first time that an internationally known terror organisation has been equipped with ballistic missiles,” said the minister.” 

Syria also used to be part of the Ottoman Empire. In fact, the present day nations in the former Ottoman Empire are Islamic and we can plainly see the end time alliance Ezekiel prophesied being formed.

Some have noted that Syria is not specifically mentioned in Ezekiel’s end time coalition against Israel. But let’s revisit the passage of scripture and pay attention to detail.

Ezekiel 38:5-7,9 “Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet: Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with thee. Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy company that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them. Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to cover the land thou, and all thy bands and many people with thee.”

Now notice the following: 

1. Verse 6, “and many people with thee.”

2. Verse 7, “and all thy company that are assembled unto thee.”

3. Verse 9, “and many people with thee.”

You will notice that there are countries in this coalition which are not specifically named but that does not rule them out. This avoids a rather lengthy laundry list of all the -Stans and other countries like Syria and Iraq which were formerly part of the old Ottoman empire and joining with the new Ottoman empire which is Turkey. Also we see Turkey forming alliances with Lebanon, Hezbollah, and Hamas, which would also be unnamed participants in this coalition of evil against Israel. This would make Turkey the Magog of Ezekiel 38. What about Russia? I believe that Russia will be a major supporter of this end time alliance much the same way the U.S. supported Afghanistan when it was fighting against the Soviet Union. Russia is already actively supporting these nations economically, politically, and militarily. The Ezekiel alliance against Israel will look to Russia for backing.

Remember, the modern names of the countries in the Ezekiel alliance were not used by Ezekiel, but the ancient tribal names of the sons of Japheth, which, by the way, began to spread out from where Japheth got off the ark, which according to Genesis 8:4 was “the mountains of Ararat,” which was in eastern Turkey close to present day Iran and Armenia. Genesis 9:18-19 says, “And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan. These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole earth overspread.” 

Let us also take the following reports into account.

Turkish PM: Iran is Our Friend


by Maayana Miskin

Published: 10/26/09, 6:14 PM / Last Update: 10/26/09, 6:22 PM

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/134059
(IsraelNN.com) Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan confirmed his country's increasingly close ties with Iran on Monday in an interview with British newspaper The Guardian. Of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Erdogan said, “There is no doubt he is our friend.”

Relations between Iran and Turkey are “very good,” Erdogan reported, even as many Israelis see Turkey increasingly distance itself from Israel. He defended Iran against charges that it is actively seeking nuclear weapons, saying the Islamic republic wants nuclear technology “for the purposes of energy only.”

The Turkish PM will visit Iran this week, and will meet with Ahmadinejad as well as Iranian leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The talks are expected to focus on economic ties between the two nations, which have grown dramatically in recent years to an estimated $9 billion.”

Turkey may be seeking nuclear technology from Iran so it can begin its own nuclear weapons programs. This is why it defends Iran’s nuclear programs. For a nation like Turkey which has it own super power ambitions, such a scenario is not far fetched. It begins somewhere and this may be the start. 

Iran, Turkey Reach Uranium Deal


by Maayana Miskin

Published: 05/17/10, 11:24 AM 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/137577
“Talks between Iran, Turkey, and Brazil have ended with a nuclear fuel swap deal that could ease concerns over Iran's nuclear program. The countries agreed that Iran will ship most of its enriched uranium to Turkey, which in turn will supply Iran with nuclear fuel rods…”

So what else may be happening behind the scenes between Turkey and Iran? Iran does not strike me as a country that would be reluctant to share nuclear secrets with Turkey.

Erdogan and Ahmadinejad seem to have a lot in common in their hatred for Israel.

Ahmadinejad: 'The Zionist regime is a threat to all nations'

Oct. 27, 2009
AP and jpost.com staff , THE JERUSALEM POST 

http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1256557973032&pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FPrinter
"The Zionist regime is a threat to all nations ... it cannot tolerate the existence of any strong country in the region," said Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on Tuesday, according to Teheran news agency Press TV. 

Ahmadinejad spoke after welcoming Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who arrived in Teheran Tuesday for a two-day visit. 

Iran's president praised Erdogan's stance over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, saying the Turkish leader's "clear stance toward the Zionist regime has had a positive impact on the world of Islam”. 

At an international conference in January, Erdogan strongly condemned Israel's offensive in Gaza and the steep Palestinian casualties inflicted there. The Iranian leader is known for his anti-Israeli remarks since 2005, when he said the Jewish state should be "wiped off the map." 

Persia changed its name to Iran in 1935 and Ezekiel 38:5 lists Persia (Iran) as the first on the list of those countries in the Magog confederacy, “ Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet:”

Turkey was the seat of the Ottoman Empire and just so happens to be where all seven of the churches, to which the book of Revelation was addressed, are located. It is now my opinion that the significance of all seven churches being in the coming empire John wrote about was prophetic, that the events of the book of Revelation would begin to unfold in the same area the seven churches of Revelation are found, that the Anti-Christ would arise out of an  Islamic empire or caliphate which is centered in the Middle East but is going global and making inroads into all the nations of the earth. Even Austria has aligned itself with Iran.

Lion's Den: Turkey: An ally no more

Oct 27, 2009 21:13 | Updated Oct 28, 2009 10:01 

By DANIEL PIPES 
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1256557977260&pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull
“…BARRY RUBIN of the Interdisciplinary Center in Herzliya not only argues that "the Israel-Turkey alliance is over," but concludes that Turkey's armed forces no longer guard the secular republic and can no longer intervene if the government becomes too Islamist…

In brief, Davutoglu envisions reduced conflict with neighbors and Turkey emerging as a regional power, a sort of modernized Ottoman Empire. Implicit in this strategy is a distancing of Turkey from the West in general and from Israel in particular. Although not presented in Islamist terms, "strategic depth" closely fits the AK party's Islamist world view. 

As Barry Rubin notes, "The Turkish government is closer politically to Iran and Syria than to the United States and Israel." Caroline Glick, a Jerusalem Post columnist, goes further: Ankara has already "left the Western alliance and became a full member of the Iranian axis." 

But officials in the West seem nearly oblivious to this momentous change in Turkey's allegiance, and its implications. The cost of this error will soon become evident. 

The writer (www.DanielPipes.org) is director of the Middle East Forum and Taube distinguished visiting fellow at the Hoover Institution of Stanford University.”

Turkey now accuses Israel of being the primary threat to peace in the Middle East.

Israel is 'main threat to Middle East peace': Turkey 

Apr 7 05:50 AM US/Eastern
http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?id=CNG.f2ad1f74fe9302203b34f1dc60ba222c.401&show_article=1
“The prime minister of Turkey, Israel's only ally in the Muslim world, on Wednesday branded the Jewish state the "principal threat to peace" in the Middle East. 

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan's remarks to reporters at a breakfast meeting in Paris marked a new low in rapidly deteriorating relations between Israel and Turkey, which once had close military and political ties.” 

And what changed the relationship between Turkey and Israel? A muslim government, just like in Iran that also used to have good relations with Israel until Islam took over the country.

But is Israel the principle threat to peace. Here is an excerpt from my on-line book, Israel: Setting the Record Straight:

“What did the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait have to do with Israel? What did the Iran-Iraq war have to do with Israel? What did the Syrian invasion of Lebanon have to do with Israel? By the way, Syria is still "occupying" Lebanon. Where is the world outcry against that? How about the Libyan invasion into Chad, or the civil wars in Algeria, Lebanon, Sudan, etc? In fact, Chuck Missler from Koinonia House relates that within a 50 year time span the Egyptian invasion of Yemen killed 250,000. In the Algerian civil war 1,000,000 dead. In the Lebanese civil war 150,000 dead. In the Libyan incursion into Chad there were 100,000 dead. In the Sudanese civil war there were 500,000 dead. In the Iraq-Iran war over 1,000,000 dead. These are muslims killed by muslims. In the same 50 year period the total number of casualties between Israel and the muslims stood at 70,000. But between muslims and muslims somewhere around 3,000,000 from just the above mentioned conflicts. That's "only" two million, nine hundred and thirty thousand more casualties than those between Israel and the muslims. But hey, who’s counting, right?
And what about the in-fighting between Hamas and the palestinian authority? Or in Iraq and Pakistan where muslims blow up each other’s mosques and kill each other’s worshippers, and muslim attackers kill innocent men, women and children by attacking schools and market places? What the world likes to call “the peaceful religion of Islam” is looking to be a religion of savage warmongering. Islam is the true obstacle to peace in the middle east. Israel is just its convenient excuse.

Now let’s return to the subject of Turkey.

Commentary
A New Ottoman Empire?
Asli Aydintasbas, 06.02.09, 2:57 PM ET

http://www.forbes.com/2009/06/02/ahmet-davutoglu-turkey-obama-opinions-contributors-ottoman-empire_print.html 

ISTANBUL -- “This week, Turkey assumed the presidency of the United Nation's Security Council, and while that may just be a passing story in most countries, here it is a big deal. 

"This is very important and a big responsibility for our country," said Turkey's Foreign 

Minister Ahmet Davutoglu--and he should know. Davutoglu has been the chief architect of Turkey's neo-imperial foreign policy that envisions a far greater role for this pro-western Islamic country than as an aspiring second-tier member of the European club…

Today, Turkey is best of friends with historical enemies Greece, Syria and Iran, on course to normalize its relations with Armenia and even talking to the Kurdish regional government in northern Iraq. Journalists who used to scoff at Davutoglu's theories nowadays generously throw around his terminology, like "zero conflict with neighbors," "flexible focal point" and, of course, Turkey as a "global power." 

Asli Aydintasbas is an Istanbul-based journalist and former Ankara bureau chief of the newspaper Sabah.

Interesting, is it not, how the new Ottoman empire assumed the presidency of the United Nations Security Council even if it is just temporary? A sign of things to come? Another example of the nations of the earth fornicating with the antichrist? By the way, Turkey is not only a muslim country it is also a member of NATO.

Israel Responds to Turkish Threat


by Hillel Fendel

Nisan 22, 5770 / April 6, '10

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/136862
(IsraelNN.com) “Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has threatened Israel, telling Turkish national television Monday that his country would not “sit with its arms folded in the event that Israel attacks in Gaza once again.” 

Israeli leaders have said that in light of the resumption of rocket attacks from Hamas-run Gaza, another anti-terrorism IDF military operation is inevitable.

Israel’s Foreign Ministry responded immediately after the Passover holiday, on Monday night, without mincing words. “Israel is not interested in a conflict with any country,” the Ministry announcement stated, “including Turkey. However, the impression is that the Turkish prime minister wishes to effect his integration in the Muslim world on Israel’s back.

It could be expected of Erdogan, who is concerned about the fate of Muslims, to express sorrow regarding the long line of innocent victims in Iran and Pakistan murdered by terrorist organizations,” the Foreign Ministry added.”

Now we are observing that the worsening Turkish - Israeli relations are degenerating into outright Turkish threats against Israel. And not only threats, but outright provocations. Arutz Sheva (Israel National News), in Israel, reports:

Turkey to Challenge Israel, Support Hamas

by Maayana Miskin

Nisan 28, 5770 / April 12, '10

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/136963
“Turkey is planning a gesture that will challenge Israel and provide support to Gaza's Hamas leaders next month. A flotilla of ships funded by Turkey will approach Gaza in May, in an attempt to challenge Israeli control at sea - or, as organizers put it, “break Israel's illegal blockade on Gaza.”

While residents of Gaza have access to the sea, the Israel Navy prevents travel by sea between Gaza and surrounding countries, in an attempt to prevent weapons smuggling. Gaza terrorists have previously used incoming ships to smuggle arms, and have used the sea to transport bombs to the coast of southern Israel.

The ships are sponsored by the Turkish group IHH (Insani Yardim Vakfi), which receives government support. IHH also held a massive fundraiser to collect the more than $2 million it spent on the boats.

The IHH group will be joined by ships from Britain, Greece, and Ireland in the attempt to break Israel's control at sea. The delegation will include members of parliament and journalists, organizers said…

The decision to bring cement is another challenge to Israeli policy in Gaza. Israel allows humanitarian aid through its border with Gaza, but allows cement and metal pipes to enter the area only for use in specific projects, in coordination with international aid groups. Israeli defense experts worry that if Hamas were allowed to import cement and pipes freely, it would use them to build bunkers and rockets as it has done in the past.

A spokesman for the government-backed IHH said the project would serve to “wake the world's consciousness about the crimes committed against Palestinians.”

IHH organizers said they see several possible outcomes to their venture: either Israel will allow them to land in Gaza, giving them a PR victory, or Israel will prevent them from reaching Gaza by stopping the ships or seizing their cargo, thus subjecting itself to international condemnation. Another scenario is that Israel's navy might fire on the ships, which could possibly be considered a declaration of war on the ships' countries.”

Let me point out several things about this story.

1. As Turkey accuses Israel of being “the main threat to Middle East peace” it itself is provoking a military confrontation with Israel in the Middle East and is therefore the aggressor.

2. Note the reason why there is a blockade on Gaza in the first place; “in an attempt to prevent weapons smuggling. Gaza terrorists have previously used incoming ships to smuggle arms, and have used the sea to transport bombs to the coast of southern Israel…if Hamas were allowed to import cement and pipes freely, it would use them to build bunkers and rockets as it has done in the past.” Even Egypt has a blockade on its border with Gaza. After the flotilla incident world governments and state run media condemned the Gaza blockade. In so doing they only addressed the symptoms but not the problem. The problem is the reason for the blockade which no one seemed to want to discuss because it did not fit with their anti-Israel agenda. For example, look at an excerpt from the following news story.

‘We face international hypocrisy’ 

By JPOST.COM STAFF 
06/02/2010 20:20 

"Hamas continues to arm. Iran continues to send weapons to Gaza. Iran's rockets are intended to hit Israeli communities, not just in the vicinity of Gaza, but in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem."

"It is our right according to International law to prevent arms smuggling to Gaza and that is why the naval blockade was put in place. The flotilla intended to break the blockade, not to bring in emergency supplies which we allow to reach Gaza."


 It is evident that there are good reasons for the blockade, i.e. terrorism and arms smuggling which pose an existential threat to Israel. Eliminate this problem and you will eliminate the blockade. But these terrorist sympathizers want the blockade removed without a halt to terrorism and arms smuggling. Israel is supposed to make that easy for them.

3. Islamic aggression against Israel is purposefully overlooked. The reason behind this thinking is, it is not aggression if Israel is illegitimate. They have rejected Israel because they have rejected the God of Israel in favor of another god named Allah. It is a common misconception that the God of Israel and Allah are the same God by two different names. They are not. They are two separate and distinct deities.

4. It is interesting that Turkey was able to solicit the aid of non muslim countries to their cause; “The IHH group will be joined by ships from Britain, Greece, and Ireland.” This signals the willingness of  non muslim nations to join a muslim cause if it is directed against Israel. This reminds me of the verse in Revelation 18:1, “1-3, “And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.” 

You will notice how even non muslim nations fornicated with the kingdom of the antichrist. Zechariah tells us that the common factor in their allegiance with the antichrist is their hatred for Israel, Jerusalem in particular being the capital of Israel. In another news story published by Israel National News, you will see how Turkey has the ability to organize nations against Israel.

5. The 5th Thing you will notice is the preplanning and deliberate calculating of the provocateurs. In other words, the whole thing is a premeditated provocation of Israel. 

“ IHH organizers said they see several possible outcomes to their venture: either Israel will allow them to land in Gaza, giving them a PR victory, or Israel will prevent them from reaching Gaza by stopping the ships or seizing their cargo, thus subjecting itself to international condemnation. Another scenario is that Israel's navy might fire on the ships, which could possibly be considered a declaration of war on the ships' countries.”

This is indeed what happened. Israeli commandos, after warning the ships, stormed the flotilla and were met with armed resistance thus escalating the situation into a deadly skirmish. Instead of finding peace activists on board they found terrorists. Here is Israel’s account of what happened.

Israel Navy commandos: Gaza flotilla activists tried to lynch us

Nine activists on board Gaza-bound flotilla killed in violent clashes when Israel Navy commandos boarded ships; 7 commandos hurt, 2 seriously.

By Amos Harel, Avi Issacharoff, Anshel Pfeffer and News Agencies 

Published 00:18 31.05.10 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israel-navy-commandos-gaza-flotilla-activists-tried-to-lynch-us-1.293089
“The IDF confirmed that at least seven Navy commandos had been wounded, two of them seriously, in a fight which apparently broke out after activists tried to seize their weapons. 

The commandos, who intercepted the Turkish ferry Mavi Marmara after it ignored orders to turn back from its course to Gaza, said they had encountered violent resistance from activists armed with sticks and knives. According to the commandos, the activists threw one of the soldiers from the upper deck to the lower after they boarded. The organizers of the flotilla said the troops opened fire first.

An Israeli military spokesman said some of the commandos were equipped with paintball guns but the non-lethal weapons were not enough against activists who charged in with batons. 

"They had pistols with live ammunition as back-up, to defend themselves," he said. The IDF said it had confiscated two pistols from the boat. 

One of the commandos told reporters he descended by rope from a helicopter onto one of the six ships in the convoy and was immediately attacked by a group of people waiting for them. 

"They beat us with metal sticks and knives," he said. "There was live fire at some point against us." 

A Reuters cameraman on the Israel Navy ship Kidon, sailing close to the convoy, said IDF commanders monitoring the operation were surprised by the strong resistance put up by the pro-Palestinian activists. 

One of the commandos said some of the soldiers were stripped of their helmets and equipment and a several were tossed from the top deck to a lower deck, forcing them to jump into the sea to escape.

"They jumped me, hit me with clubs and bottles and stole my rifle," one of the commandos said. "I pulled out my pistol and had no choice but to shoot." 

The soldiers said they were forced to open fire after the activists struck one of their comrades in the head and trampled on him. A senior IDF field commander ordered the soldiers then to respond with fire, a decision which the commandos said received full backing the military echelon.” 

Please also read the article and watch the clips at http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Article.aspx?id=177040 .

But that is not the way the way the much of the world’s biased media reported it. Even before any investigation was launched, and even before all of the evidence and facts had been collected, we see headlines like this:
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Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1282802/Israeli-forces-kill-19-people-carrying-aid-ship-Gaza.html#ixzz0pWuW1jQD
“Israeli commandos gun down 19 peace activists?”  Governments all over the globe were condemning the raid and yet we see the whole thing was premeditated and calculated by Turkey in what they deemed a win win situation for them and a lose lose situation for Israel. Israel was indeed set up, and lynched. Turkey had been planning this and preparing for it for quite some time. They are even reported as saying so themselves. Not only so, but they initiated the violence against the Israeli commandos attacking them with pipes and knives before they could even unhook from their rappel ropes. It is against the Geneva Convention to shoot paratroopers while they are still in the air because they are defenseless. The same principle is applicable to soldiers who are still descending and connected to their rappel ropes because they are defenseless. But these savages assembled by Turkey were there with only violence as their cause. “Humanitarian” was nothing but a disguise to deceive. WorldNet Daily reported in the following article: 

WND'S JERUSALEM BUREAU
Flotilla activists chanted anti-Jewish battle cries 

Prepared 'resistance' against Israeli commandos, welcomed 'martyrdom' 

Posted: May 31, 2010
1:35 pm Eastern
By Aaron Klein
© 2010 WorldNetDaily 

http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=160657 

“Activists on a six-ship flotilla headed to the Gaza Strip shouted anti-Jewish battle cries and spoke of using "resistance" against Israel, with one participant stating she saw only two possible outcomes for the boat occupants – "either martyrdom or reaching Gaza," and that Israeli forces, who thought they were facing crowd control, instead were met with “…heavy resistance and live fire from the activists.” Furthermore, the article points out that there is, in fact, no humanitarian crisis in Gaza. “Despite claims by activists, Israel does not block humanitarian aids into Gaza. Israel allows a large number of trucks per day to enter Gaza with food, medicine and other humanitarian supplies. Israel transfers monthly into Gaza hundreds of millions of shekel, the local currency, to ensure the flow of cash into the territory.”

Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein, President for the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews wrote in his e-mail news letter on June 3, 2010,  

“Violence resulted, and it’s not difficult to see why. Though portrayed as “peace activists,” many of those aboard the Mavi Marmara were members of a Turkish Islamic charity called IHH, which experts say has ties to Hamas, al-Qaeda, and other radical Muslim terrorist groups. These “peace activists” were ready to fight. Chilling videos taken by the IDF and posted on the Internet show Israeli commandos descending by rope from helicopters onto the boat, only to be swarmed by a mob of club and knife-wielding thugs who beat and stabbed them and threw them over the ship’s railing. Given the danger, it should not come as any surprise that the Israelis resorted to lethal force to defend themselves.

And what about the blockade allegedly starving Gaza residents? The fact is, even after the blockade was put into place in early 2009 in an attempt to dry up terrorist weapons supplies, Israel has allowed essentials into Gaza. Last year, more than 700,000 tons of food, medical supplies, and other humanitarian aid entered the strip from Israel, with the total for 2010 standing at over 230,000 tons as of early May. The fact is that Israel has always taken into account the humanitarian needs of Palestinians living in Gaza. The myth of Gazans being starved by Israel is just that a myth.

Even in the case of the Gaza flotilla, Israeli officials made every attempt to allow the aid being carried by the convoy to get into the right hands. Prior to the raid, an offer was made to redirect the convoy toward the port of Ashdod, where Israel could unload and inspect the shipment and then transfer it by land to Gaza. Leaders of the flotilla turned Israel down. Later, after the disastrous raid on the Mavi Marmara, Israel again offered to send the aid seized in the raid to Gaza. Hamas, which rules the strip, turned down that offer as well, calling it a “deception.”

Obviously, the Gaza flotilla was less an attempt to help Palestinians than it was to provoke Israel. Sadly, it worked: By putting Israel in a situation where the use of force was inevitable, the organizers of the flotilla stirred a firestorm of condemnation from a world all too ready to judge Israel guilty until proven innocent.”


The socialist hypocrites at the UN and Britain expressed shock. Shock? What shock? They knew this situation could happen because the criminals who perpetrated the act had made their intentions known ahead of time. Furthermore, they have announced their intentions to do it again and already another boats is on the way. What is the U.N. going to say this time? Will they express a further feigned shock? As the above WND article further stated, “Al-Jazeera reported yesterday flotilla participants announced that they would use "resistance" against Israel.”  As a matter of fact, I myself was writing about it in this very same article I’m writing now when it happened. Even I knew it was coming so I was not surprised when it did. And now that it did, it is certainly worth including in this article. This is an unfolding drama and there will certainly be more to tell after this article is published on my web page. 

This flotilla had ties to terrorism as reported by WorldNet Daily. Here is an excerpt from the story.

FROM WND'S JERUSALEM BUREAU
Obama using flotilla fiasco to blackmail Israel?

Netanyahu official says White House expects 'concessions' in exchange for support 

Posted: June 02, 2010
8:20 pm Eastern
By Aaron Klein
© 2010 WorldNetDaily 
"http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=161793"http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=161793
“Meanwhile, Israel has charged that dozens of activists on the flotilla…were connected to Islamic terrorist organizations, including al-Qaida-linked groups. One of the flotilla passengers is the former Melkite Greek archbishop of Jerusalem, Father Hilarion Capucci, who was previously arrested for using his church car service to smuggle explosives, firearms and katyusha rockets into Israel for the PLO…Another passenger was Sheik Raed Salah, head of the northern branch of the Islamic Movement. Salah was recently freed from Israel prison after he was convicted of raising funds for Hamas. Salah's Islamic Movement is heavily connected to Hamas and to the Iran-backed Islamic Jihad terrorist group. Israel's Geneva ambassador, Aharon Leshno Yaar, stated yesterday the Turkish-based Foundation for Human Rights and Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief, or IHH, the Islamic charity that organized the convoy, "has publicly professed connections to Egypt's Islamic Brotherhood and the Hamas, and has been a central actor of fund raising and financing terror for Hamas around the world". A 2006 report by the Danish Institute for International Studies written by counter-terrorism expert Evan Kohlmann described the IHH as a front for funding terrorist organizations and sending fighters to countries such as Afghanistan, Bosnia and Chechnya. The IHH denied the accusations at the time.”

Further stories have also exposed this flotilla for what it was.

Stand for Israel Blog 

About those “peace activists” …

June 1, 2010

http://blog.standforisrael.org/articles/about-those-peace-activists 

“First things first. The organization which arranged the flotilla, IHH, has its headquarters in Turkey. IHH brings humanitarian relief to distressed areas in Muslim countries. It also supports Hamas and – according to a study performed by the Danish Institute for International Studies the IHH – has links to Al-Qaeda. Several years ago its headquarters were raided by Turkish forces, who found weapons, explosives, and instructions on how to make and plant IEDs, as well as phone records of a call to al-Qaeda operatives in Italy. Despite this, IHH insists that the flotilla headed towards Gaza was a peaceful mission to bring humanitarian aid to Gaza residents who are live under an Israeli blockade.”

Oh, and guess who else was involved. 

Ayers, Dohrn helped organize flotilla group

By: Barbara Hollingsworth
Local Opinion Editor
06/02/10 2:14 PM PDT 

http://www.sfexaminer.com/opinion/blogs/beltway-confidential/ayers-dohrn-helped-organize-flotilla-group-95435639.html#ixzz0ppRRewNx 

“Former Weather Underground leaders William Ayers and Bernardine Dohrn, as well as Code Pink founder Jodie Evans, helped organize the Free Gaza Movement, which launched the six-ship flotilla from Turkey to Israel that ended in a violent clash with Israeli Defense Forces, BigGovernment.com reported.

In January, the trio were spotted in Egypt attempting to stir up crowds on the streets with 1,400 other left-wing activists after the Egyptian government refused to allow Free Gaza Movement members to enter the Gaza Strip. About 100 marchers were eventually allowed to cross the border, where they were met by former Hamas prime minister Ismail Haniyeh…”


Read more at the San Francisco Examiner: http://www.sfexaminer.com/opinion/blogs/beltway-confidential/ayers-dohrn-helped-organize-flotilla-group-95435639.html#ixzz0ptr954vR


The Weather Underground was responsible for a wave of bombings in the 70’s.

Weather Underground (organization)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weatherman_(organization) 

“With a charismatic and articulate leadership whose revolutionary positions were characterized by anti-imperialist, feminist, and Black liberationist rhetoric, the group conducted a campaign of bombings through the mid-1970s, including aiding the jailbreak and escape of Timothy Leary. The "Days of Rage," their first public demonstration on October 8, 1969, was a riot in Chicago timed to coincide with the trial of the Chicago Seven. In 1970 the group issued a "Declaration of a State of War" against the United States government, under the name "Weather Underground Organization" (WUO). The bombing attacks mostly targeted government buildings, along with several banks. Most were preceded by evacuation warnings, along with communiqués identifying the particular matter that the attack was intended to protest. For the bombing of the United States Capitol on March 1, 1971, they issued a communiqué saying it was "in protest of the US invasion of Laos." For the bombing of the Pentagon on May 19, 1972, they stated it was "in retaliation for the US bombing raid in Hanoi." For the January 29, 1975 bombing of the United States Department of State Building, they stated it was "in response to escalation in Vietnam."

Code Pink is a group of far left, progressive, and socialist activists who are pro muslim and anti Israel. Some things about Code Pink:

Code Pink

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Code_Pink 

“September 2007 onward: Code Pink began holding weekly counter-recruitment protests in front of the United States Marine Corps Officer Selection Office located in Berkeley, California. These protests escalated into the broader Berkeley Marine Corps Recruiting Center controversy. 

December 12, 2008: Code Pink announced its plans to invest in Iranian wind energy in hopes "to defy sanctions and build peaceful relations" with the government of Iran.

June 3, 2009: Code Pink flew a banner that said "End the siege of Gaza" at President Obama's Muslim-outreach speech at Cairo University.

December 31, 2009: Code Pink was one of the organizers of the Gaza Freedom March on December 31, 2009 which brought over 1,300 people from more than 43 countries to join the Palestinians of Gaza in a non-violent, mass march to the Israeli border

Conservative talk-show host Tucker Carlson criticized Pink leader Medea Benjamin for her support of Hugo Chávez.

Code Pink also published a book called Stop the Next War Now, which included essays by Eve Ensler, Barbara Lee, Arianna Huffington, Janeane Garofalo, Nancy Pelosi, Maxine Hong Kingston, Jody Williams, Naomi Klein, Benazir Bhutto, Helen Thomas, Julia Butterfly Hill, Amy Goodman, Doris Haddock, Cynthia McKinney, Gael Murphy and others.”

All of these are progressives and socialists. Socialism is ideologically anti-Israel. For example, the National Socialists, which were the Nazis. The Soviet Union, or Union of Soviet Socialist Republics etc. Socialist governments and unions as well as activists all have an anti Israel bias and agenda. 

As PM of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu said concerning this flotilla, "This was not a 'Love Boat', it was a hate boat." 

But all the international anti-Semitic lynch mobs could do was feign outrage. As Prime Minister of Israel Benjamin Netanyahu said, "The State of Israel faces an attack of international hypocrisy. This is not the first time we have faced this, two years ago we faced a massive attack of missiles fired by Hamas who hid behind civilians. Israel went to great lengths to avoid civilian casualties but who did the UN condemn? It condemned Israel."


Turks Help Hamas Welcome Anti-Israel Ships

Published: 05/06/10, 12:36 PM 

by Hillel Fendel

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/137405
“Turkish aid is instrumental in helping Hamas clean and prepare the Gaza port, in preparation for the arrival of the anti-Israel protest flotilla later this month.

Pro-PLO organizations in Europe that have aligned themselves with Hamas are planning a flotilla of aid to the Gaza Strip. The coordinators of what some call the “ship intifada” want to avoid confrontation with Egypt, but appear to be seeking a confrontation with the Israeli navy, backed by media and diplomatic campaigns…Swiss MP Josef Zisyadis, one of several European MPs and UN personnel who will be on the ships, together with nearly 600 others, threatened that “if Israel tries to stop the ships, we will sue her in European courts.”

The major organizations and personalities involved in organizing the flotilla are IHH, an Islamic-oriented human rights organization in Turkey; a European organization named The European Campaign to End the Siege on Gaza; and the international “Free Gaza” organization that rails against the Israeli “blockade” of Gaza. In addition, the Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center (ITIC), based in Ramat HaSharon, Israel, states that pro-PLO activists from Sweden and Greece have purchased two ships for the flotilla, and Hamas supporters in Britain – including MP George Galloway - are also involved in organizing the upcoming flotilla and others…One of the ships, from Malaysia, will be loaded in Ireland with items donated by citizens in Ireland, Scotland, Britain and elsewhere. It will leave Ireland next week, and will meet up with the other ships in the Mediterranean, from where they will continue on towards Gaza.” (IsraelNationalNews.com) 

1. The leader of this anti Israel coalition is none other than Turkey.

2. The nations represented in this alliance with Turkey are:

   a. Switzerland

   b. Sweden

   c. Greece

    d. Britain

   e. Ireland

   f. Scotland

   g. Malaysia

   d. and no doubt, there will be others to join in

3. Though the governments of these nations may not be directly involved they are not

    discouraging it either in spite of Hamas being designated a terrorist group.

4. The soul purpose is not really to help Hamas but to provoke Israel, “…but [Turkey] appear[s] to be seeking a confrontation with the Israeli navy, backed by media and diplomatic campaigns…Swiss MP Josef Zisyadis, one of several European MPs and UN personnel who will be on the ships, together with nearly 600 others, threatened that “if Israel tries to stop the ships, we will sue her in European courts.”

Turkey had already planned this as a strategic tactic against Israel, to internationally isolate Israel, knowing that the world is so blindly obsessed with Israel that Israel would automatically be condemned even though it was Turkey who organized it and carried it out. Even after this confrontation another boat is headed toward Gaza and in fact has already arrived and was boarded by Israel. This time the outcome was different because Israel met with no resistance therefore there was no violence. Does this not show that the outcome the first time could have been peaceful as well had the Hamas supporters not lynched the Israeli troops?

Why did I find this incident to be important enough to include in an article about why the 7 Churches of Revelation were in Turkey? To demonstrate just how far Turkey is willing to go against Israel and that Turkey would be the leader of the end time alliance against Israel as recorded in Ezekiel 38 and 39. This alliance is developing right before our eyes. Now Turkey is reaching out to Pakistan and Afghanistan. Let me share a few excerpts from the Jerusalem post regarding Turkey being the leader of the muslim world.

Sinking Turkey-Israel relations 

By ANAT LAPIDOT-FIRILLA 
06/01/2010 08:53 
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Op-EdContributors/Article.aspx?id=177087 

“Turkish involvement in Gaza flotilla was intended to prove that Turkey, under the AKP, has become the leader of the Sunni Muslim world.

…Second, posing relations with Israel as morally questionable also serves to place Turkey as a leading country in the Muslim world, empowering its efforts to pressure, psychologically, the US and the European Union to accept its claims of regional and international importance. 

In view of the general concerns in the West regarding Islamic terrorism and a confrontation with the Muslim world, the AKP insists that the Western world must change and make room in the international arena for Muslim democracies, with Turkey first in line. 

Third, the way Israel is viewed is based on a belief that the Ottoman Muslim world, represented by the successor state, Turkey, is superior to the West and international political institutions in its ability to change and reflect the recognition and respect that the Muslim world deserves. According to this line of thought, the correct approach would be to grant the true representative of the Muslim world – Turkey – a representative position in the international arena and in its global institutions…

THE TURKISH authorities’ deep involvement in organizing the Gaza aid flotilla serves the aim of further delegitimize [sic] Israel and to internationalize the Israeli-Palestinian problem. The goal of this campaign was to establish Israel’s image as barbaric and uncivilized, and to question its basis of its historical existence. It was also aimed at the Arab regimes who did not rush to the Palestinians’ defense, describing them as dictatorial and lacking in moral legitimacy. But mainly, it intended to establish that Turkey, under the leadership of the AKP, has become the leader of the Sunni Muslim world, a regional superpower and the key to world peace and political stability. 

The Israeli response to this campaign proved Turkish tactics to be effective. Thus, it is likely that Turkish pressure on Israel will grow and the deterioration of the relationship between the two states, that only a few years ago were strategic partners, will continue accordingly.”

As the leader of the muslim world this demonstrates the feasibility and plausibility of a Turkish military attack on Israel. Suppose, for example, the Turks sent another flotilla toward Israel but this time decided to escort the flotilla with Turkish warships. Any attempt by Israel to stop this flotilla could and probably would escalate to a military confrontation. I actually typed the previous sentence yesterday. As I work on this article today I found a headline on the Drudge Report which presented the same scenario. “DREAD IN THE MED: ISRAEL CONCERNED TURK NAVY WITH NEXT FLOTILLA.”

After seeing this I checked some other sources and found this report on the DEBKAfile news site.

Turkey and Israel close to brink
DEBKAfile DEBKA-Net-Weekly
June 2, 2010, 12:34 PM (GMT+02:00) 

“Turkish prime minister squares off against Israel 

The war projected between Israel and the Iran-led bloc of Syria, Hizballah and Hamas is suddenly overshadowed by Turkish-Israeli hostilities over a deadly Israeli commando raid on an aid flotilla from Istanbul. Against the US president Barack Obama's bid to bridge the rift, Turkish generals are drawing up plans to break Israel's Gaza blockade and avenge 9 deaths, while Israel is bound by its war on terror to thwart them.”

Then I found it again on WorldNet Daily. The headline read, “ Will Turkey send navy with next flotilla?”

This is a very real possibility for a very real confrontation which could lead to war and the Turks would come down from the north thus beginning the war of Ezekiel 38 and 39. While this war rages against Israel, muslims would take to the streets all over the globe along with their left wing socialist and progressive sympathizers, much like they‘re doing now. Remember what happened when a Danish cartoonist drew a caricature of Muhammad? There would be global riots and the middle east would be in flames. This is why this incident is so important to the article I’m writing. It demonstrates the point I’m making. In fact, this morning I went on the WorldNet Daily website and found the following story. I turned and said to my wife, “Hey honey, look at this, this is what I was just talking about yesterday.”

Is flotilla battle signaling start of 'Gog and Magog'?

Council of Judea announces result will be 'third and final redemption'

Posted: June 04, 2010
12:35 am Eastern
By Bob Unruh
© 2010 WorldNetDaily 

http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=162069 

“A council of rabbis in Israel says their nation's conflict with Turkey over a flotilla of "aid" ships headed for the blockaded Gaza Strip controlled by the terrorist Hamas organization just may be the beginning of the "Gog and Magog process where the world is against us, but which ends with the third and final redemption…#WND columnist Greg Laurie just months ago explained the biblical reference to Gog and Magog, in the book of Ezekiel, as a prophecy that a "large force," will attack Israel from the north.” 

This may or may not be the incident that provokes the start of that war but it may lead up to it. Or it may be another unrelated incident but you see how probable it is now. It could begin next week, next month, or next year but it will happen. Oh, and by the way, Now Iran is threatening to send military forces with the next flotilla.

And another article from DEBKAfile demonstrates how close it came already. The threat has not diminished.

Turkish troops deployed in Cyprus, top intelligence ranks Islamized 


DEBKAfile Special Report 

June 6, 2010

http://www.debka.com/article/8838/
“Turkish Prime Minister Recep Erdogan is clearly spoiling for more trouble with Israel. This is manifested by the steps which are revealed here by debkafile's military and intelligence sources. The peaceful outcome of the Rachel Corrie incident Saturday, June 5, and Israel's efforts to keep the crisis under control have had no effect on his determination to raise rather than de-escalate Turkish-Israeli friction. 


Friday, Erdogan made sure his close aides leaked word to the media that he was preparing a large wave of flotillas to challenge Israel's blockade, to be escorted next time by armed Turkish warships with himself possibly on board…To this our sources add, 1. The prime minister's office in Ankara is forking out millions of dollars to the IHH (Insani Yardim Vakfi), the Istanbul-based terrorist group linked to al Qaeda and Hamas, with orders to purchase 8-10 large ships for a formidable fleet to challenge the Israeli Navy and its enforcement of the 20-mile blockade of the Gaza Strip…” 

Iran offers escort for Gaza ships 

By ASSOCIATED PRESS AND JPOST.COM STAFF 
06/06/2010 18:02 
http://www.jpost.com/MiddleEast/Article.aspx?id=177635 


"Supreme leader Khamenei offers military protection for activists 
Iran would be willing to send its Revolutionary Guard members to accompany further aid ships to Gaza, Iranian supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said on Sunday in an interview cited by Reuters.

"The naval wing of the Revolutionary Guard is ready to assist the peace flotilla to Gaza with all its effort and capabilities," Khamenei's Revolutionary Guard spokesman Ali Shirazi stated..."  

Hmmm. Let’s see; Turkey / Iran, Magog / Persia. Interesting.

All of this international, anti Jewish evil was foretold by the prophets and if their evil against Israel is fulfilling these prophecies, so too will their judgment be fulfilled as foretold by the prophets.

Something else that I find interesting is the Israeli media described this flotilla as “European.”

Counter-flotilla to surprise the Europeans 

By ZOE FOX 
05/27/2010 19:01 
http://www.jpost.com/International/Article.aspx?id=176679
Israel education group 'StandWithUs' to meet 'Free Gaza' activists at sea. 

“The European “Freedom Flotilla” will have a surprise waiting when it reaches Israel’s southern waters this weekend. 

Israel advocacy non-profit StandWithUs plans to greet the European convoy with its own demonstration at sea.

The organization expects the flotilla of European left-wing activists to reach Israeli waters this weekend, although their arrival has been delayed.

A fleet of privately owned Israeli boats will leave the Ashdod and Herzliya marinas in hopes of surprising the European activists Friday at 1 p.m…  

Dickson believes the European flotilla cares more about hurting Israel than helping the Palestinians in Gaza…

Dickson said that the European activists’ aid could have reached Gaza in one day instead of one week if they weren’t interested in making a publicity statement.”

Here is a perfect example of a European flotilla under the command and control of a muslim regime, in this case Turkey, which is also politically influential in the EU and the UN, directly provoking Israel in an international incident. These nations who have rejected God and therefore have this irrational obsession with Israel will pay a great price.

Zechariah 12:2-3, “Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together against it.”

Zechariah 14:1-3, “Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.” 

This is already beginning to happen. When Israel tried to enforce their blockade of Gaza the soldiers were attacked by people acting like vicious animals and it’s my belief that had the Israelis not defended themselves they themselves would have been killed. But every nation condemned Israel and sided with the Hamas terrorists. Where were those who support Israel? There was virtually no one. Not even the U.S. supported Israel even though they recognize Hamas as a terrorist organization and even though Hamas has launched thousands of rockets from Gaza against Israel which is smaller in size than Lake Michigan. This is the reason for the blockade. It is interesting that the first overseas trip made by Obama as president was to Turkey. He then visited Saudi Arabia and Egypt but for some strange reason he did not go to Israel. In fact, when the PM of Israel came to Obama in the U.S. Netanyahu got snubbed. No nation on earth would tolerate rocket attacks on their country but Israel is expected to. In the face of world outcry, Israel stood alone. World outcry is even greater because there is no nation where Islam hasn’t gained a foothold. Their global population as well as those useful idiots who support them serves further to isolate Israel. Zechariah’s prophecy will be fulfilled as it is written and as I said before, is already being fulfilled. 

Some years ago in early 2000, I wrote an on-line book called “Israel: Setting the Record Straight“, and alternately titled, “The God of Israel, The People of Israel and the Land of Israel: Setting the record straight,” also published on my web site. In it I wrote the following:

“The prophet Joel also foretold this event. " For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land. And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink. Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine? will ye render me a recompence? and if ye recompense me, swiftly and speedily will I return your recompence upon your own head; Because ye have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried into your temples my goodly pleasant things: The children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from their border. Behold, I will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold them, and will return your recompence upon your own head: And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a people far off: for the LORD hath spoken it. Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O LORD. Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. Put! ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel. So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more. " - Joel 3:1-17. 
There is an interesting observation about this verse of scripture. In verse 4, we find the words, "all the coasts of Palestine". This is a prophetic scripture describing a future event. Today, those who live in "Palestine" are called "Palestinians". But compare that with verse 2, "I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land. " When I look at today’s world you may excuse me if I see a conglomeration of nations (the UN) that parted ( Hebrew- partition, assign, distribute) "My" (God's) land and apportioned parts of it to the palestinians. The palestinians could quite well be the catalyst that brings about the war of Armageddon. For the war of Armageddon is to be fought in Israel by a multitude of nations in the valley of Megiddo. The armies fighting in the valley of Jehoshaphat may be part of, or a prelude to the war of Armageddon.” 

I wrote Armageddon then, but it could just as well apply to the Magog invasion. I find it interesting that the very cause for which Turkey is willing to go to war with Israel, and the very cause other muslim nations and terrorist groups, and their sympathizers use as an excuse for their violence and protests against Israel is the so called, “palestinian cause.” Also, it’s the palestinian muslims who are the ones laying claim to those parts of Israel which are being “parted.” But God called Israel, “My Land.”

Islam and the kingdom of the antichrist will not be stopped by the weak efforts of corrupt, spineless, politically correct nations. Not even Israel will ultimately stop it. In fact, past Israeli governments seemed bent on their own suicide. When all seems lost it will suddenly and unexpectedly be stopped by the return of Jesus the Messiah. The divine slaughter of all the nations that sided with the kingdom of the antichrist and aligned themselves against Israel will be complete, utter destruction. 

Do you imagine that Jesus, Yeshua, the King of Israel, the Messiah, is too good, meek, or gentle to go to battle? Then there’s a side of Him that you don’t know for the scriptures read in Revelation 6:15-17, “And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” Or again in Revelation 19:11-16, “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”

When the King of Israel stands up to defend His people, the haughty and the arrogant will be slaughtered and Israel will know her King.

So why do you think all seven churches of the apocalypse were in Turkey and only in Turkey without exception? Coincidence? Nothing in scripture is coincidental.  

John 20:30, “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.”

John 21:25, “And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.”

Romans 15:4, “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.”

1 Corinthians 10:11, “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.”

So we see, of all the things that could have been written, the things which were written were written for a purpose. It is the duty of the believer to search this purpose out. Proverbs 25:2 says, “It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.”

The Seven Churches were all located in the coming Ottoman empire, the seventh empire after Rome, which eventually fell in World War 1 only to reestablish itself again as modern day Turkey which is now seeking to resurrect the Ottoman empire, successfully I might add, which is Islamic. It would appear that the Seven Churches of the Apocalypse were selected out of all the others to show us something about the future, something that was all along hidden in plain sight. 

Let me point out another thing. Revelation 11:1-2 says, “And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.” 

The only gentiles that are in any position to fulfill this prophecy are the muslims. For it is they who occupy the Temple Mount, where the temple of Solomon once stood, and are turning the whole Temple Mount into a large Islamic mosque complex destroying Jewish artifacts from the time of the Jewish temple in the process. Is this the fulfillment of:

Matthew 24:15-16, “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:”

And

Mark 13:14, “But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,)then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:”

The verses come with a caveat, “whoso readeth, let him understand,” and “let him that readeth understand.” This should cause us to pay particular attention to these verses. Notice that the setting of these two verses are in the last days. “The Matthew 24 discourse begins  in verse 3 with, “And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” Clearly Jesus is speaking in context of the end of the world and Matthew 24:15 as well as Mark 13:14 is part of that discourse. Also of interest are the words, “Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:” Judea, and the mountains of Israel are that part of Israel which today is called the West Bank. 

Arabs Building a 5th Mosque on the Temple Mount
http://www.templemountfaithful.org/062200.htm 

“As a continuation to the information which we have already supplied about the destruction being caused by the Arabs on the Temple Mount, we can now inform you that, according to the security authorities who informed the government of Israel, the Arabs on the Temple Mount, together with the Islamic Movement in Israel, are now busy, not only with destroying the remains of the First and Second Temples, but also with the building a new mosque on the Temple Mount along the eastern wall. (2 other mosques were built on the southern side of the Temple Mount over the last 2 years.) According to these sources, the Waqf also have further plans to make changes on the Temple Mount such as removing the western gate and replacing it with an iron gate and adding roofs in many places. All these activities show very clearly that their plan is to make most of the Temple Mount into an area of one great mosque. 

This is a part of their intensive destruction and building plan to remove the Jewish identity of the Temple Mount and make the holy site of G-d a place of foreign, pagan, Islamic worship. As we have said, through these activities they are trying to stop the plans of the G-d of Israel and His followers in Israel to rebuild the temple as a practical part of the life of this generation. This is the most terrible destruction that has occurred on the holy hill of G-d in Jerusalem since the destruction of the Second Temple. It is a shame for the authorities in Israel and all over the world that they have not done everything to immediately stop it.

As we said in our last update, The Temple Mount and Land of Israel Faithful Movement is acting intensively and doing everything to immediately stop this destruction. Yesterday (21.06.00) the Movement made an urgent petition to the Supreme Court of Israel. In the petition the Movement asked the Supreme Court to order the Government of Israel to immediately stop this anti-godly and illegal destruction and building which is a terrible desecration of the most holy place of the Jewish people and all the earth; the place which is the heart and soul and the focus of the Jewish people and all the world. The petition also asked that those who are responsible for the activities be urgently arrested and immediately institute legal proceedings against them. The petition states that this barbaric destruction is a shame for everyone in Israel and all the world.” 

It would appear that the abomination of desolation that stands in the Holy place where it ought not in the last days is clearly identifiable.

In conclusion, I have tried not to be too technical and stay to my point. Studying names and history can get complicated. I don’t claim to know it all. I also do not claim that this study is exhaustive or even complete. I’m still studying all this myself. I believe the significance of all seven churches being in Turkey is to inform us that the empire of the antichrist would be an Islamic empire, or caliphate as the muslims call it. Though I conclude this study I realize that it is a work in progress. Therefore I encourage you to continue to study on it and research it yourself. 

Furthermore, the muslims are also waiting on their messiah which they call the mahdi. When we listen to the way they describe their mahdi. They describe him the same way the Bible describes the anti-christ. All of the attributes the muslims ascribe to the mahdi are the same characteristics the Bible ascribes to the antichrist. In other words, the muslim messiah is none other than the antichrist of Revelation. But that is another subject and is not the aim of this article. I will leave you with a list of comparisons from Answering_Islam.org as a place for you to start your own study. Remember, this list is only a short summary. The web site and the books I recommended go into more explicit detail citing Islam’s own sources and comparing them against the Holy Bible.

Remember, what follows all the way to the link, which is the source, is from Answering-Islam.org .

Chapter Eighteen
A Summary Of Comparisons Between The Islamic And Biblical Narrative Of The End-Times
So in summary we conclude this section with a final review of the many startling similarities that exist between the biblical narrative of the last-days and the Islamic narrative of the same period. 

· Bible: The Antichrist is an unparalleled political, military and religious leader that will that emerge in the last-days. 

· Islam: The Mahdi is an unparalleled political, military and religious leader that will emerge in the last-days.

· Bible: the False Prophet is a secondary prominent figure that will emerge in the last-days who will support the Antichrist. 

· Islam: the Muslim Jesus is a secondary prominent figure that will emerge in the last-days to support the Mahdi.

· Bible: The Antichrist and the False Prophet together will have a powerful army that will do great damage to the earth in an effort to subdue every nation and dominate the World. 

· Islam: The Mahdi and the Muslim Jesus will have a powerful army that will attempt to control every nation of the earth and dominate the World.

· Bible: The False Prophet is described essentially as a dragon in lamb’s clothing.

· Islam: The Muslim Jesus literally comes bearing the name of the one that the world knows as “The Lamb of God: Jesus Christ.” Yet the Muslim Jesus comes to murder all those who do not submit to Islam.

· Bible: The Antichrist and the False Prophet establish a New World Order. 

· Islam: The Mahdi and the Muslim Jesus establish a New World Order.

· Bible: The Antichrist and the False Prophet institute new laws for the whole earth.

· Islam: The Mahdi and the Muslim Jesus institute Islamic law all over the earth.

· Bible: The Antichrist is said to “change the times.” 

· Islam: It is quite certain that if the Mahdi established Islam all over the earth, he would discontinue the use of Saturday and Sunday as the weekend or days of rest but rather Friday, the holy day of Islam. Also, he would most certainly eliminate the Gregorian calendar (A.D.), and replace it with the Islamic calendar (A. H.) as is used in every Islamic country.

· Bible: The Antichrist and the False Prophet will both be powerful religious leaders who will attempt to institute a universal world religion. 

· Islam: The Mahdi and the Muslim Jesus will institute Islam as the only religion in the earth. 

· Bible: The Antichrist and the False Prophet will execute anyone who does not submit to their world religion. 

· Islam: Likewise, the Mahdi and the Muslim Jesus will execute anyone who does not submit to Islam. 

· Bible: The Antichrist and the False Prophet will specifically use beheading as the primary means of execution for non-conformists. 

· Islam: The Mahdi and the Muslim Jesus will use the Islamic practice of beheading for executions.

· Bible: The Antichrist and the False Prophet will have a specific agenda to kill as many Jews as possible. 

· Islam: The Mahdi and the Muslim Jesus will kill as many Jews as is possible until only a few are left hiding behind rocks and trees.

· Bible: The Antichrist and the False Prophet will attack to conquer and seize Jerusalem. 

· Islam: The Mahdi and the Muslim Jesus will attack to re-conquer and seize Jerusalem for Islam.

· Bible: The Antichrist will set himself up in the Jewish temple as his seat of authority. 

· Islam: The Mahdi will establish the Islamic Caliphate from Jerusalem.

· Bible: The False Prophet is said to do many miracles to deceive as many as possible into supporting the Antichrist. 

· Islam: The Mahdi himself is said to control the weather and the crops. His face is said to glow. We can also assume that since Jesus is viewed as having been empowered by Allah to work miracles when he was here on earth the first time, he will most likely be expected to continue to do so when he returns.

· Bible: The Antichrist is described as riding on a white horse in the Book of Revelation

· Islam: The Mahdi is described as riding on a white horse (ironically from the same verse).

· Bible: The Antichrist is said to make a peace treaty with Israel for seven years. 

· Islam: The Mahdi is said to make a peace treaty through a Jew (specifically a Levite) for exactly seven years.

· Bible: Jesus the Jewish Messiah will return to defend the Jews in Israel from a military attack from a vast coalition of nations led by the Antichrist and the False Prophet. 

· Islam: The Dajjal, the Islamic Antichrist will gain a great Jewish following and claim to be Jesus Christ and fight against the Mahdi and the Muslim Jesus.

· Bible: The antichrist spirit specifically denies the most unique and central doctrines of Christianity, namely the trinity, the incarnation and the substitutionary death of Jesus on the cross.

· Islam: Islam doctrinally and spiritually specifically denies the most unique and central doctrines of Christianity, namely the trinity, the incarnation and the substitutionary death of Jesus on the cross.

· Bible: The primary warning of Jesus and the Apostle Paul was to warn Christians of the abundance of deceit and deception in the last-days. 

· Islam: Islam is perhaps the only religion in the earth that practices deceit as one of its tools to assist its own ascendancy. It actually has a specific doctrine which allows and even calls for deception to be used to achieve its desired end.

· Bible: The specific nations pictured in the Bible as being part of the final empire of the Antichrist are all Islamic nations. 

· Islam: All Muslims are commanded to give their allegiance to The Mahdi as the final Caliph and Imam (leader) of Islam.

· Bible: From the Bible and History we learn that the final Antichrist empire will be a revived version of the Empire that succeeds the Roman Empire

· Islam: The Empire that succeeded the Roman/Byzantine Empire was the Islamic Ottoman Empire

· Bible: When Antichrist emerges, there will already be some form of system in place that will be poised to receive him as a Savior and to give allegiance to him. 

· Islam is already the second largest religion and will at present growth rates become the largest religion within a few decades. Islam is awaiting the coming of the Mahdi with a universal anticipation.

http://www.answering-islam.org/Authors/JR/Future/ch18_a_summary_of_comparisons.htm 

If you would like to further study this let me recommend some books that I just started recently reading. 

ANTICHRIST: Islam’s Awaited Messiah by Joel Richardson

ISLAM RISING: The Never Ending Jihad Against Christianity by Jim Murk
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